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NGUOI MUONG O THANH HOA
VA MOI QUAN HE VIET - MUONG

TS. Mai Thi Hong Hai

Truong Pai hoc Héng Pirc, Thanh Hoéa

Nguoi Muong ¢ Viét Nam cu tri trén mot dia ban khé rdng: Thanh Hoa, Hoa Binh,
Ninh Binh, Nghé An, Phu Tho, Son La, Yén Bai, Ha Tay, Nghia L{ voéi chiéu dai ude
chimg 350 km tir Tdy Bac Yén Bai dén Tay Biac Nghé An, chiéu rong gan 100 km. Hién
nay, ngudi Mudng di dén sinh séng ¢ cac tinh phia Nam nhu Pic Lic, Dong Nai. Ngudi
Mudng & dau thi vin héa Muong toa ra dén ddy. Tuy vdy, ving ngudi Mudng tu cu sinh
sdng tap trung 13 mot khong gian vin hoa thdng nhat, sudt tir mién Tay Thanh Hoa dén Lao
Cai, & tinh nao, dia vuc tn tai cta nguol Muong cling & phia Tay so vo1 nguoi Kinh.

Mién nui hay mién Tay Thanh Hoa hién nay 1a phan dia du ciia mudi mot huyén: Quan
Hoéa, Quan Son, Muong Lat, Nhu Xuan, Nhu Thanh, Cam Thuy, Thach Thanh, Ngoc Laéc,
Lang Chanh, B4 Thudc, Thuong Xuan. Noi day 1a dia ban sinh tu cua cdc dan toc: Kinh,
Mudng, Thai, Thé, HMéng, Dao, Kho m, trong d6 dan tdc Mudng c6 sb luong dan cu dong
nhét va tap trung vo1 mat do 1on tai cac huyén: Ba Thudc, Cam Thuy, Ngoc Lac, Thach
Thanh. Ngoai ra ho cling cu tra rai rac xen k& voi nguoi Kinh, ngudi Théai & cac huyén Lang
Chanh, Quan Héa, Thudng Xudn, Nhu Thanh, Nhu Xuén va & nhimg xa thudc cac ving thip
cua cac huyén: Vinh Ldc, Tho Xuan, Tinh Gia, Ha Trung, Tri¢u Son, Yén Dinh.

Do nhitng dic diém vé vi tri dja 1y, lich str cu ddn ma ving ndi x& Thanh c6 thé noi
12 mot diém giao thoa trong ndi bo tdc ngudi ngudi Mudng, giita cac nhdm Mudng trong va
ngoai tinh va sy giao thoa Viét - Muong. Qua viéc khao sat, ching t6i xin néu mét s diém
g6p phan lam sang t6 nhimg gid tri cta vin héa Mudng & x¢ Thanh - mdt ving vin hoa gidu
sdc thai van héa ving bién - va nhitng ddu 4n cia mdi quan hé Viét - Mudng.

Vé vi tri dia 1y, ving mién ndi x¢ Thanh ¢6 vi tri dja 1y doc dao, phia tay la nudc
Cong hoa Dan chii nhan dan Lao ma ranh gi6i tu nhién phan 16n chay qua nhitng dinh nui
cao trén 1000 m, phia bic 1a céc tinh Son La, Hoa Binh, Ninh Binh, phia nam Ia tinh Ngh¢
An, phia dong 1a ving dong bang va duyén hai Thanh Hoa. Dién tich ty nhién cta ving la
8079 km?, chiém 72 % dién tich tu nhién toan tinh. Canh quan trong vung co nhiéu nui cao
tring diép bi chia cit boi nhimg nép dut giy kién tao dia chat, tao thanh nhiing thung ling
va song sudi cung chung huéng Tay bic - Pong nam. Pic diém dia hinh rat da dang: c6
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dang ddi nui thip dugc phan bd trén mot dién tich kha rong thudc cac huyén Thuong Xuan,
Lang Chanh; dang dia hinh ddi thap xen ban binh nguyén c6 va thung liing rong tai cac xa
Minh Son, Ngoc Son, Ngoc Lién, Quang Trung, Thanh Lap, Ngoc Trung, Cao Thinh
(huyén Ngoc Lac) va Cam Chau, CAm Van, CAm Tan (huyén Cam Thuy); dang thung liing
nhu thung liing song Am tai Phung Gido (Ngoc Lic), thung liing song Ma rong 16n tai B4
Thudc- Cam Thuy, thung ling song Ludng, thung ling Nam Kiét...

Nhan xét khai quat vé canh quan, méi trudng tu nhién viing mién nai xt Thanh, sach
Dia Iy hanh chinh tinh Thanh Hoa viét: "Néu xét dudi goc d6 sinh thai thi ddy ciing 1a khu
vuc clia ving rimg nhiét doi va hé sinh thai phuc tap. Vi vay tham thuc vat quan dong vat o
khu vyc nay rat phong phu, tao diéu kién thuan loi cho cudc séng dinh cu voi sy xuét hién
som cta nghé noéng. Nguoi ta gip & ddy cac thung ling mau m& cia ving Mudng Khoong,
Mudng Ong (B4 Thuéc), Mudng Panh (Lang Chanh). Cac canh dong, cac thung liing trong
laa cling 13 noi cu dan dong dic, noi hinh thanh nén cac Mudng 16n véi cac dong ho ndi doi
lam Lang dao. Cac nguon tai liéu khao c6 hoc ching to rang khu vuc nay ¢ con nguoi cu
tra tir rat 1au doi. Cong cudc khai quat cac di chi khao cb hoc dd d4 cii ¢ hang Lang Chang
huyén B4 Thudc cho thiy con ngudi c6 mit ¢ ving ndy da hang van nim" [6, 37].

Pay cuing 1a viing dat c6 nhidu khoang san quy nhu ciu ca cia cha 6ng dé lai:
Mot cay dam nha ¢ ba nén bac
Mot gdo rac (nudc) cd ba nén vang" [3, 75]

Thud xa xua, ving nui nay la noi sinh tu ctia nguo1 Muong, sau d6 1a nguodi Thai,
Tho, Kho Mu, Dao va sau nay, khoang chimg my thé ky gan day 1a ngudi HMong, ngudi
Viét (Kinh). Nhiéu dir liéu déu cho chung ta thay, c6 mot bo phan ngudi Mudng da co6 mat
tir rit sém O ving ndi xa Thanh.

Theo sy khdo sat, nghién ctru cua Robequain: & Thanh Hoéa ving ngudi Muong
thuong 1a cac cu dan c6 mat da 1au doi. Cac chom lung & day tuy c6 ngudi Muong trong ndi
tinh, hodc ¢ Ninh Binh di cu vao ma ¢ xen ké& v6i nhau hodc ¢6 noi 1a ngudi kinh tir dong
bang Thanh Hoéa chuyén 1én 1au doi rdi hoa thanh ngudi Mudng. Nhung xét ki thi & cac
thung liing rong va mau m& nhu Sa Lung, Thiét Ong, Ho Pién, C6 Liing, ving c6 nui thap
(Ngoc Lic, Cam Thiy) thi ngudi Mudng di ¢ ddy tir rat xua [9, 52 ]

Robequain ciing nhin thay: "Nhiing lang Muodng & dy thudng c6 hang rio tre dan
bao quanh nha va vudn c6 trong rau, mit, du di, chudi... Giita cic nha ¢ cach xa nhau, nhiéu
duong nhé chay ngang doc thuong thiang goc v6i nhau. Quanh lang, trén cac suon doi thoai
thoai, mot bai co ngan va ¢ nhiéu cau da thay thé cho rimng bi khai pha tir 1au. D6 1a quang
canh cua hau hét cac chom Mudng & Ngoc Lic, phia Tdy Cam Thuy va Pong Quan Hoa.
Tu doé toat Ién cam giac ciia mgt cudc séng da xua, tham nhép tur tir va co suy nghi, tinh toan
ctia mot sy 6n dinh" [9, 66].



Sach Dia Iy hanh chinh tinh Thanh Hoa cling ghi: Huyén B4 Thudc dugce thanh 1ap
tor nam 1925 (Khai Pinh thir 3), xua kia day 1a ring nui dai ngan, chi c6 ngudi Muong sinh
sdng. Muong Ong, Muong Ai dugc coi 1a mudng gdc.

Muodng Ong, Mudng Ai xua kia hau hét 13 dia ban huyén Ba Thudc ngay nay. Tir
“dng” trong 16p tir Mudng cbd c6 nghia 13 16n. Séng Ma tir ddu ngudn vé dén HoOi Xuan
(Quan Hoa) déu chay qua cac thung liing hep, c6 noi bi ép gitta hai trién nai da (“Song Ma
con bang chiéc diia” Dan ca Thai), nhung vé dén dia phan Ba Thudc, tir phia Péng ngon
Mung Muong va phia Nam ngon Pu Ludng thi céc trién nui tich xa nhau, cang vé phia Nam
cang thap dan va thoang, nén hai bén trién séng mo ra nhiéu thung liing rong dep. Muong
Ong, Mudng Ai 1a nhitng dia danh c6 tir trong str thi, truyén thuyét cua ngudi Mudng. Cac
ban st thi "¢ dit dé nude" cla nguoi Muong ¢ Thanh Hoé, Hoa Binh, Nghia Lo xuét hién
nhiéu tén dat, tén muong khac nhau, nhung déu théng nhat & su kién: Chat cady chu ta la
ddng, bong thau qua thiéc tai doi Lai Ly - Lai Lang thudc ving Muong Ong. Ngdy nay, ddu
4n cua cudc kéo cay chu déng van con luu lai, d6 12 Vuc Cha (& bén bd song M3, bén lang
Cha) va Van Chiéng hodc vuc Chiéng ciing thudc dat Mudng Ong - theo truyén thuyét 1a
noi cay chu déng sau khi bj chit do, tir trén ddi cao lao manh xuéng (tao nén vyc sau):

Muong vira nang day

Cay chu da chay

Muong vira ngoai lai

Cay chu da lao

Cay chu méc phai goc cay gang

Cay chu lan quang xudng ang Van Chiéng
Chim nghim, mét tim ...

Ca Muong phai mo 1an cdy chu "tir lic mo sang dén luc tring mo", doan quan cua
Lang Cun Khuong mat dn mat ngu, mai vé sau méi "budc duoc day miii, ndi duoc day dau"
cho ca doan nguoi cing hop stc kéo méi dua duge cdy chu 1én bo, dé rdi kéo chu dén dat
Pong Ky Tam Quan ké cho.

Khao sat vé ngudén goc ngudi Mudng & Thanh Hoéa, Robequain viét: "Trong nhom
nguoi Muong & Thanh Hod, c6 mot bd phan tu cho 1a cu dan ban dia, tuy vay cling phan
biét duoc trong nhom nguodi Muong & Thanh Hoa mot vai yéu té Bic ky vao nhat 1a tir
Thach Bi hay ph6 bién hon 1a Lac Tho. Ciing theo tac gia thi hinh nhu ngudi1 Muong Bic ky
di cu vao tinh nay bat ddu tir mot thoi ky kha xa. Nha thd ty phu Mén (huyén Cam Thuy -
téng Cu Lir) thudc ho Truong cho réng td tién ho da bi mot tran lut ghé gém dudi tur phu
Nho Quan (tinh Ninh Binh) chay vao day tir 1au 1am, it ra ciing tir hai thé ky rdi... Tuy nhién
khong c6 gi cho phép ta khang dinh rang tat ca ngudi Muong Bac Thanh Hoa déu gbc ¢ Bac
ky, nhu déi khi da c6 ngudi nghi nhu vay. Truong hop céc tho ty & phit mén hinh nhu 14 c4
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biét... Nguoi Muong Bac Thanh Hoa hién 13 mot khdi ¢6 nén tang lau doi so véi cac cu dan
& mién nui trong tinh" [9,16-17]

Con trong quan ni€ém cua nguoi Muong & Thanh Hoéa, bd phan ngudi Muong c6 mat
tir lau do1 ¢ vung nuai xt Thanh goi 1a "ngudi Muong Trong", bd phan ngudi Muong tir cac
tinh khéc di cu vao goi 1a "ngud1 Muong Ngoai ".

Vé van dé nay, tic gia Vuong Anh néu cy thé rang: "Ngudi Muong Thanh Hoa tu
g0i, hodc vén coi minh 14 Monhar (ngudi Muong Trong) va chi ngudi Mudng cic noi nhur
Hoa Binh, Nghia Ly, Vinh Pha... 1a Monho (trc 1a ngudi Muong Ngoai). Trong va ngoai &
day 1a nham chi huéng Nam va Bic.

Nguoi Muong x&t Thanh duoc cdu thanh it nhat tir ba dong chinh: gbc ngudi Muodng
tir tinh Hoa Binh di dan vao... tran vao dat Thanh Ho4 hau hét gdbm céc toc hé ¢ dit Muong
Vang, Muong Thang, Muong Pong 13 cac Muong 16n ciia "ba con Hoa Binh". Tét nhién
chu yéu van la dan vung Muong Bi, dugc goi 1a MoiBi hodc MonBi. B) phan thir hai 1a qua
trinh van dong cta ngudi Viét hoa, hodc Thai hoa. Bo phan dang chu ¥ nhit va ciing 1a cai
161 cia ving Muong xtt Thanh 1a toc Muodng ban dia, tinh ban dia cia mét bo phan dang ké
nay khong pha tap, khong 1an 16n vao hai dong trén tir tiéng néi, trang phuc cta bd nir phuc"
[1,208 - 209]

Ly giai rd hon vé tén goi MolBi, tac gia Nguyén Duong Binh di viét: "Trudc day
MolBi 1a tén ty goi cuia nhitng nguoi c6 qué huong ¢ vung Muong Bi: MolBi hoac MolBi-
Mudng Bi. Vé thuc chit toc danh MolBi khéng c6 ¥ nghia khinh ré dan toc. Tir "Moi" ¢ day
chi ngudi Mudng theo cach goi ctia ngudi Thai, con "Bi" nham chi dia phuong xuét phat
ciia nhom ngudi Muong d6. Lau dan MoiBi tro thanh tén goi chinh thic ciia mot nhom
Mudng dia phuong roi dugc coi nhu tén goi mot dan toc" [2].

Theo tai liéu diéu tra nam 1968, dan s6 MoiBi & mién Tay Thanh Hoa c6 9.282 nhan
khau. Nguoi MoiBi cu tra tip trung cha yéu & cac huyén: Quan Hoa (7.177 nguoi), Ba
Thudce (1.536 nguoi), Lang Chanh (569 nguoi).

Tac gia con cho biét thém: Theo mot s cu gia ngudi Molbi, mot vai dong chi & Ban
Dan toc tinh Thanh Ho4 va huyén Quan Ho4 thi ngudi MolBi tir Mudng Bi vao mién Tay
thuc méi dién ra trong khoang trén dudi 8 doi.[2].

Theo su khdo sat cua chung to1, hién nay & huyén Lang Chanh c6 lang Bi Nghiu, xa
Giao Thién (trudc day thuéc muong Giao Lio) bao gdbm hau hét 1a nguoi Muong & ving
Mudng Bi di cu vao. Ho van con luu giit dugce nhitng nét riéng vé phong tuc, tip quan, tiéng
n6i, mic du di trai qua nhiéu doi trong sy anh hudng giao luu véi ngudi Muong va ké ca
nguoi Thai noi day.

Vé nguyén nhan ngudi MolBi c6 mit sinh séng ¢ ving mién niii Thanh Hoa, tac gia
Nguyén Duong Binh cho biét: mot bo phan ngudi Mudng & Mudng Bi bi lang dao ap bic
boc 16t qua ning né nén da doi bo qué huong dén noi khac lam an sinh séng. Nguoi MolBi
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con luu truyén lai moét sd cau chuyén xung quanh viéc 101 bé qué huong ctia minh. Pong
bao MolBi ¢ lang Gia (hoic Gid) thudc xa Phii Xuan huyén Quan Hoa con nhd, khi xua, hoi
con sébng & vung Muong Bi, nha lang dua trau bo chia vé cho cac gia dinh trong Mudng
phai chan dit cho n6. Ngay lai ngay troi di, triu bo sinh dé ngay mot nhiéu, trdu me dé trau
con. Lang cting khong biét dan trau bo d3 sinh s6i ndy nd duogc bao nhiéu. Khi dan co6 viéc,
dem trau bo trong s6 maéi sinh sdi ra 1am thit, bon lang dao hay biét dugc truyén do, chung
phat va rat nang. Vi khong lo ndi viée phat va, s¢ bi chung trirng phat, nén nhiéu gia dinh da
phai trdn di. Khi sang duoc ving dat méi, dan lang phai lam nhing cai ma gia dé thoi cliing
(vi dat thd cung cii con & Muong Bi). Tir d6 ho dit tén noi méi dén 13 lang Gia. Gia (hoic
Gid) 1a tén mdt lang ctia ngudi Moi Bi ¢ xa Pht Xuan, huyén Quan Hoa.

Mot nguyén nhan khéc ciing duogc tic gia nhic dén 1a sy tranh gianh quyén luc giira
bon lang dao nim quyén thong trong Muong... Trong nhitng cudc tranh chap nhu vay
thudng chung budc mot sé dan phai theo chiing. Dé tranh cudc x6 xat d6, mot sé ngudi phai
trén tranh di noi khac.

Ciling ¢6 mdt nguyén nhan nira la: Xua kia lang dao Muong Bi dem con gai ga cho
mot dao Mudng ving Quan Hoa... Nha lang bit mot s6 nguoi di theo hau ha phuc dich va
ho phai ¢ lai d6 sinh séng.[2]

Két qua khao sat, nghién ctru cua tac gia Lam B4 Nam dé cho biét: "Theo mot s6 cu
gia MolBi thi anh em cia ho & Muong Bi khong chi chay vao Thanh Hod ma con chay di
khap noi nhu Yén Bai, Nghia Lo, Ph Tho... Ngudi MolBi & Quan Hoa hau hét 1a cac nong
nd cia lang dao Muong Bi ngdy trude, vao khoang thé ky XVIIL... do mat mua doi kém, t6
cao thué niang, dan & day hau hét 1a ho Bui va mot s6 ho Dinh d ndi ddy chdng lai rdi bd
chay 1én Chau Moc (Son La) Chua dét dia phuong truy nd, ho phai b6 Chau Moc chay sang
ving Sam Nua (Thugng Lao), cudi ciing doan nguoi theo dong séng Mi vé Quan Hoa cho
td1 ngay nay... Va ngoai by phan nguoi MolBi trén day, cac nhom ngudi Muong khac &
Thanh Hoa, mdt bd phan 16n kha dong cling c6 ngudn gbe tir Hoa Binh di cu vao trong
nhiéu thoi diém khac nhau véi nhidu nguyén nhén lich sir.

Dong ho Truong Cong, Truong Vin, mot dong ho co thé luc & Ba Thudc - mét trung
tim Muong ¢ mién ndi Thanh Hoa con dén tho ong t6 cua dong ho ¢ lang Am xi Luong
Noi. Theo truyén thuyét, éng to nay qué ¢ Hoa Binh, duoc Minh Mang cir di chi huy dan
binh danh gidc va dugc cir 1én tran 4i mién Tam Trung, Quang Chiéu (huyén Quan Hoa).
Sau khi thing trin doan quan kéo vé Ba Thudc rdi dinh cu & d6... Cu dan ho Truong & cac
noi khac trén cac ving Muong & Thanh Hoa déu 1a di dué cia dong ho Truong Cong,
Truong Van nay..." [8]

Nghién ctru vé "ddc diém phan b cac toc ngudi & mién niii Thanh Hod", tac gia Lé
Sy Gido ciing c6 y kién vé van d& nay: "bd phan dang ké nguoi Muong & Thanh Hoa 1a di
cu tir Hoa Binh vao, con mot sd khéc 1a nhitng by phan nguoi Viét , nguoi Thai bi Muong
hod. Di nhién 1a chung ta khong thé phu nhan tinh ban dia cia mdt by phan nguoi Muodng
nhu "Ky yéu Dé dat dé nudc" ciia Thanh Hod da chu truong..." [7].



Nhu vay, nguoi Muong & Thanh Hoa 1a sy hoi tu cia ba nguén chinh: Nguén thi
nhat 12 by phan nguoi Mudng ban dia, nguon thi hai 1a do qua trinh Viét hoa hay Théi hod
tré thanh ngudi Mudng, ngudn tht ba 13 nhimg ngudi Muong di cu tir tinh ngoai vao dic
biét & Hoa Binh ma nhiéu nhat, ro rét nhat 1a & ving Muong Bi.

Dén s6 ngudi Mudng & Thanh Hoa qua céc thoi ky nhu sau:

Theo tai liéu thdng ké trong cudn "Ngudi Muong - dia Iy - xd hoi" cua Cuisiner :
Nguoi Muong ¢ Thanh Hoa trudc nam 1945 1a 50.000 nguoi.

Theo s6 liéu théng ké ciua Tong cuc Thong ké thi ndm 1960 c6 113.000 nguoi, nim
1996 1a 30 van nguoi.

Tinh dén ngay 1/4/1999: Tong sb6 ngudi Mudng ¢ Thanh Ho4 13: 322.869 nguoi.

Theo théng ké cia Ban Dén toc va mién nti Thanh Hoa (ndm 1999), dan sé6 Muong
phan bd & cac huyén mién nai nhu sau[ 3].

Huyén Muong Lat: 231 khau ~ =0,83%
Huyén Quan Hoa: 9.242 khau =22,3%
Huyén Quan Son:  625khau  =1,97%
Huyén B4 Thuée: 46.638 khau = 47%
Huyén Lang Chanh: 15.820 khau = 37,43%
Huyén Ngoc Lac: 55.581 khau = 44%
Huyén Thuong Xuan:1.390 khau = 1,6%
Huyén Cam Thuy: 52.550 khau = 56,8%
Huyén Thach Thanh: 68.387 khau =50,4%
Huyén Nhu Thanh: 17.402 khau =21,9%
Huyén Nhu Xuan: 3.189 khau = 5,75%

Ngoai ra ngudi Mudng con cu tri xen k& tai 26 xa thudc cac huyén ving thap (Vinh
Loc, Tho Xuan, Tinh Gia, Ha Trung, Tri€u Son, Yén Dinh va thi xa Bim Son) véi téng s6 1a
14.817 nguoi.

V& mit co cdu hanh chinh, dén trudc cach mang Tam 1945, ngudi Muong trén dia
ban mién nai Thanh Hoéa to chtrc thanh cic don vi hanh chinh truyén théng khoang 40
muong, do mot sé dong ho lang ndi doi théng tri: Ho Ha 4 muodng, ho Pham Thiic va Pham
Vian 15 muong, ho Lé Xuan 4 mudng, ho Truong Cong 5 mudng, ho Nguyén Dinh 7
mudng, ho Quach 2 muong, ho Cao 1 muong. Nhitng muong 16n c6 uy thé ca vé kinh té va
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chinh tri [a Muong De & Thach Thanh, Muong Lan Ru & Nhu Xuan, Muong Khé & Ba
Thude, Mudng Ric & Ngoc lic, Muong Chénh ¢ Lang Chanh. [3 ]

Tir nhimg két qua khao sat, nghién ctru trén day, c6 thé thay rang, lich sir cu dan
cung voi qué trinh anh hudng giao luu van hoa, da dan dén su giao thoa trong ndi b tdc
ngudi Mudng, gitta cac nhém Mudng trong va ngoai tinh . Su giao thoa nay, trude hét dé lai
dau 4n 6 nét trén phuong dién sinh hoat van hoa vin nghé dan gian va trang phuc ciia phu
nit Muong.

Chang han, Xudng ctia ngudi Muong ¢ Thanh Hoa phat trién manh va c6 chiic ning
sinh hoat xd hoi chi yéu 13 giao duyén, nén ngudi Mudng & xtt Thanh con goi 1a Xudng trai
gai. Xuong giao duyén cia ngudi Mudng ¢ Thanh Hoa da dang vé phong cach thé hién
(Xuong Thiét ong, Xuong leo 14, Xuwong Mwong ngodi), trong d6 loai ¢6 quy trinh kha chat
ché dién hinh vé cu trac va co thé néi 1a tidu biéu cho mdt mo hinh cia dan ca giao duyén
cac dan toc ¢ Viét Nam 1a Xuwong Thiét Ong. Xuong Thiét ong - theo cach goi cua ngudi
Muong Thanh Hod 1a loai Xuong dac hitu cua vung Muong xtr Thanh - Xuong Mu’(‘)'ng
Trong véi nhimg nét rat doc ddo: cudc hat kéo dai, co trinh tw duoc quy_ dinh chat chg, to
chure trén nha san, thudng hat vao ban dém, nir ngdi gian trong, nam ngdi gian ngoai, hai
bén nam nit khong nhin thiy nhau - nghia 14 cudc giao duyén chi tip trung vao 1oi ca va
giong hat mic stc cho d6i bén tha vao diy bao tim tinh wéc mo. Trong qué trinh giao luu
tiép nhan vin hoa v4i bd phan ngudi Muong tir Hoa Binh vao, Xuong giao duyén ¢ Thanh
Hoa c6 thém nhitng phong cach thé hién nhu Xuong leo ld, Xuong Muong ngodi. Xuong leo
IG c6 thé xem nhu 13 mot dang bién thé cua Xuwong Thiét Ong, quy trinh va cach hat, cach van
¥ van 10i c6 phan tu do hon. Xuwong Thiét Ong phd bién khip cac ving mién co ngudi Muong
cu tri & Thanh Hoa nhung phét trién manh nhat, ddm canh toa béng xum xué nhét 13 & cac
ving Ba Thuéce, Cam Thily. Xwong Muwong ngoai phat trién lan rong & ving Thach Thanh -
noi tiép giap v6i Hoa Binh va ciing ¢6 nhiéu ba con ngudi Mudng ¢ Hoa Binh di cu vao.
Nhitng nguoi Mudng ¢ Hoa Binh di cur vao mang theo Xuong (chu yéu 1 Xuong chic ming)
va ngudn Bo meng phong phi, két hop véi Xuong giao duyén cta ngudi Muong ¢ Thanh
Hoa, d3 sang tao nén loai Xuong Muong ngodi voi phong cach thé hién vira mang dang dap
ctia Xuong chuc Hoa Binh vira dam sic théi giao duyén ctia Xuwong Thiét ong xi Thanh.

O Hoa Binh, Xudng chu yéu 13 chuc mimg, ca ngoi, nén c6 cac loai nhu Xuwong dng,
Xuong lc bong, Xuong don, Xuwong xdc bia... Bo meng lai 12 loai chu yéu dung dé hat giao
duyén nam ntt, c6 Bo meng xa la, Bo meng khac lang. Noi 1a hat, nhung thuc chat am diéu,
tiét tAu cua Bo meng thién vé noi mi¢ng, cham rai thu thi nhu bdc bach tdm tinh. Do vay,
trong cudc hat Bo meng cling c6 cac budc theo trinh ty quy udc cia dan gian, nhung doi
bén nam nit ngdi d6i dién v4i nhau.

Bén canh sy giao thoa trong ndi bg tdc nguodi Muong va gitta cdc nhom Muong thi
moi quan hé giao thoa Viét - Muong ciing dién ra kha manh mé va dé lai dau an trén nhiéu
phuong dién.



Trong mot thoi ky dai va dic biét dudi triéu Minh Mang, viéc di dan dén ving mién
nai x&¢ Thanh lién tiép dién ra va c6 tir nhiéu ngudn, hodc 1a ngudi Muong ¢ Hoa Binh, hoic
13 ngudi Viét ¢ tinh Nam Dinh va Ninh Binh hién nay, hodc tir ddng bang Thanh Hoa nhat
la tir Nga Son, Ha Trung, Hau Ldc... Nhiéu lang dugc thanh 13p, trong mot sb huyén chéng
han nhu huyén Thach Thanh, rat kho biét duoc nguoi Muong va nguoi Viét, ai la nguoi dén
truée. Nhidu gia dinh tu cho minh 13 ngudi Viét, nhung thuc ra 13 ngudi Muong méi Viét
hoa gan day.

Nhitng lang Viét & nhitng ving ban son dia, noi tiép giap giita ngudi Muodng va
nguoi Kinh con mang dang dap cta nhimng lang Muong. Nhimng lang c6 xua ngudi Viét -
Mudng hay Muong - Viét phan 16n nam doc ven cac con séng, nhiéu nhat séng M4, roi dén
cac song Hoang, Cau Chay, Tdng Giang, Hoat Giang,

O cac huyén mién nui va tiép giap mién nai nhu: Nong Céng, Nhu Xuan, Cam Thuy,
Thach Thanh, Tho Xuan, Ha Trung .... ¢6 nhitng lang c6 & chung hai ba thanh phan dan toc.
Vi du: lang Khong Quanh (huyén Triéu Son) xua kia ¢ chom Bira (Muong), ban Séo, lang
Khéng (ngudi kinh) ...

V& mit lich sir, mdi quan hé Viét - Muong da cé tur trong cdi nguén. Lich su xtr
thanh gén bé mét thiét véi lich st dan toc, hau hét nhirng d4u mdc lich sir quan trong ¢ xu
Thanh déu dién ra trong khong gian van hoa Viét - Muong

O dau thé ky XV, khi toan bo mién Bac Pai Viét d bi gidc Minh chiém dong thi mot
ngudi con ciia dan tdc Muodng xt Thanh 1a Lé Loi da dung co khoi nghia, nhiéu nghia si
ban dau cta cua cudc khoi nghia Lam Son 13 ngudi Mudng roi sau d6 13 sy hoi tu cia nghia
s khip moi mién. Ving Lam Son 1 dat Mudng-Viét cd. Vao khoang thé ky X, lang Cham
d3 c6 mit voi nhitg ngdi nha san mot chai xinh xan, cing nai Dau, ndi Muc soi bong
xubng dong song Ludng nude trong xanh bén mua. Lang Cham bat dau khai son pha thach
tir thoi cu Lé Hobi, dén doi Lé Loi, lang Cham di thanh mot cong dong Muong-Viét dong
dtc, do Lé Loi ding dau. Véi chie danh phu dao Kha Lam, Lé Loi dugc chinh quyén
phong kién doi Tran -Ho giao cho cai quan ca ving Ké Cham - Kha Lam rong 16n thinh
vuong. Pat Ké Cham hay dao Kha Lam chang nhing 13 noi phat tich cta vua L&, ma con 13
can cr dia cua cudc khoi nghia Lam Son, noi khdi nghiép, cung cAp nhén tai, vat luc cho
budi dau cudc khai nghia Lam Son mudn van khé khin

C6 mét didu dang chi y 13 cac nha sang 14p ra nhimg vuong triéu 16n cta dan toc
(Vuong triéu Lé, vuong triéu Nguyén) déu sinh ra ¢ ving ddi niii - trong khong gian van
hoa Viét - Muong. Nguyén Kim, qué ¢ Gia Miéu Ngoai trang - ving dat Quy huong, phi
Ha Trung, tong Thuong Ban, truéc ddy ciing nam trong khong gian van héa Viét -Muong,
Gia Miéu con dugc nhiac dén nhu mot mién dat thiéng véi nhitng trang than thoai, truyén
thuyét ctia ngudi Mudng va ngudi Viét, dén nay van con pho bién trong phong tuc thd cliing
t6 tién, trong hat xuong, hat dim mua xuan. Nghia Pung - ving dat thudc lang Gia Miéu
xua noi déng bao Mudng sinh séng van ron rd cong chiéng trong nhimng ngay hoi mua, hoi
lang, tuc ném con, hat dam mua xuan da dem lai huong sic doc dao cho ving qué noi day.



Vé phuong dién ngdn ngit, c6 nhiéu ddu vét Mudng qua ngdn ngir Viét (Kinh)

Sach Dja chi huyén Ha Trung viét: Ha Trung c6 hai thanh phan dan toc chinh 1a
ngudi Kinh va ngudi Mudng. Ngoai ngén ngit Kinh va Muong con ¢b ngodn ngir tiéng Kinh
pha Muong

Tir "bai" kha phd bién trén toan huyén, nhiéu lang dit tén Bai: Bai Thon (Ha Linh),
Bai Lat (trudc thudoc xa Ha Long, sau cit vé Thach Thanh, Bai Du (Ha Tién), Bai Nai (Ha
Ngoc), Bai Son, Bai Say (Ha Tién),.. Lang Thach L& (Ha Chau) cac canh dong toan tén Bai:
Bai Cuong, Bai Coéng , Bai Mut, Bai Dudi..... tiéng Muong, "bai" 1a dong co tranh, béi co
tranh, loai cé dung lam tranh lgp nha

Nguoi kinh va nguoi Mudng & Thanh Hoa vé mat dia vuc cu tri gan nhu khong chia
ranh giéi vi thé tiéng Thanh Hoa ngoai trir ngdn ngit riéng cua thanh phan dan toc, khong it
tiéng Muong trong tiéng Kinh, diéu nay thdy rd ¢ cac huyén thuin tuy nguoi kinh: Nong
Céng, bong Son, Thiéu Hoa ... Ho str dung van 06c, oon, oong, am r thay am d, am d thanh
amd, am g thanhc, k ...

Vi du: So sénh hai huyén cach mot dong song
Rooc Pong Pho chiia Phiic Am (huyén Pong Son)
Rooc tiéng Mudng 1a canh dong sau.

Roc Rau cau Loc Xa (huyén Quang Xuong)

Roc Rau = canh d6ng siu tén Rau & gan cau Loc Xa
Cu doong (tiéng huyén Nong Cdong)

Cu dong (tiéng huyén Quang Xuong)

Am ruong (tiéng huyén Nong Cong)

Am duong (tiéng huyén Quang Xuong)

Tu ro (tiéng huyén Néng Cong)

Tu do (tiéng huyén Quang Xuong)

Can céo (tiéng huyén Nong Cong)

Cay gao (tiéng huyén Quang Xuong)

Con dam (tiéng huyén Nong Cong - con cua dong)
Con dam (tiéng huyén Quang Xuong)

Tat ca nhitng nét dic trung cta tiéng Thanh Hoa trén ddy déu thay phd bién & huyén
Ha Trung dudng nhu dia phuong nay dung nap tat ca cac ludng ngdn ngir tir trong ra, tir
9



ngoai vao, tu dudi lén tur trén xudng. Po 1la mot biéu hién cia giao luu van hoa, néu xét vé
hién tuong cling 1a noi bao luu dugc nhiéu tieng Muong - Viét c6.[5 |

Tir tt ca nhitng diéu khao sat trén day, c6 thé thdy rang, ngudi Mudng ¢ Thanh Hoa
va moi quan h¢ Viét - Muong dugc biéu hién qua mot ) phuong dién, tu n6 da noi 1én sdc
thai van héa Muong & x Thanh trong tong thé vin hoa Mudng ¢ Viét Nam. Day ciing 1a
mot cach tiép can theo huéng néu bat tinh thong nhat ma da dang ciing mot cdi ngudn vin
hoa cia cac cu dan Viét -Muodng dd va dang dugce nhiéu nha khoa hoc di sdu nghién ciru
trén nhiéu linh vuc.

Tir van dé ndy, chung ta con nhan thiy, nhitng vin dé& bao tén vin hoa dan toc
Mudng dugc dit ra ¢ phan khéac so véi cac dan toc thiéu sd khac & Thanh Hoa ciing nhu &
Viét Nam. Vi nguoi Thai, nguoi Tay, ngudi Hmong...du chiu anh hudng siu sic clia ngudi
Viét - dan toc da sb va chu thé - thi ngudi Viét ludn 13 lim (giéi han) cta ho. Ho chi c¢6 thé
tiém can ma khong thé hoa nhap thanh nguoi Vigt, it ra la trong mdt vai thé ky t&1. Song voi
toc nguo1 Muong, von d3 co6 mot thoi ky tién Viét - Muong, thi van dé dat ra lai khac. Vi
chung cdi1 nguén nén cai goi la hién dai hoa rat d& 1am mat di ban sic dan toc doc ddo cua
ngudi Muong. Do vay phai khan truong c6 ké hoach tong kiém ké di san truyén thong vin
hoa Mudng, c6 bién phép tich cuc dé bao luu va khai thac dé c6 thé phat huy mot sd gid tri
trong cudc séng duong dai. Thanh Hod 1a mot tinh c6 nhiéu dan toc sinh séng, lai Ia mot
ving vian hoa phong phu giau sic thai vin hod vung bién. Tai ddy con c6 nhiéu dan toc nhu
Thai, Hmong, Dao, Tho, Khomu...dan toc Muong co sb lugng dan cu dong, chiém da sb
gilta cac toc nguoi trén ving mién nii x Thanh. Bao ton vian hoa truyén thong Muong
cling nhu céc tdc nguoi khac, da tr¢ thanh mot nhi€ém vy quan trong trong qué trinh xay
dung va phat trién vin hoa ¢ Thanh Hoa.
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THE MUONG IN THANH HOA AND THE RELATIONSHIP
BETWEEN THE VIET AND THE MUONG

Dr. Mai Thi Hong Hai

Hong Duc University

In Vietnam, the Muong is noticed to settle in a fairly extensive area which includes
the following provinces: Thanh Hoa, Hoa Binh, ninh Binh, Nghe An, Phu Tho, Son La, Yen
Bai, Ha Tay, Nghia Lo with a length of about 350 kms and a width of nearly 100 kms from
the north of Yen Bai to The north west of Nghe An. Nowadays, Muong people, have even
been found to live in northern provinces such as Dac Lac, Dong Nai. Wherever they live
they practice their Muong culture. However, .... From the west of Thanh Hoa to Lao Cai, in
any provinces they are found to settle, their settlement areas are always west of the Kinh
settlement.

The mountainous or the west area of Thanh Hoa includes 11 districts, which are
Quan Hoa, Quan Son, Muong Lat, nhu Xuan, Nhu Thanh, Cam Thuy, Thach Thanh, Ngoc
Lac, Lang Chanh, Ba Thuoc, Thuong Xuan. This area is the residence of the following
ethnic groups: Kinh, Muong, Thai, Tho, Hmong, Dao, Kho Mu of which the Muong
accounts for the biggest and most densely populated. They live mainly in Ba Thuoc, Cam
Thuy, Ngoc Lac, Thach Thanh. They also live alternately with the Kinh, the Thai in Lang
Chanh, Quan Hoa, Thuong Xuan, Nhu Thanh, Nhu Xuan and in some communes in the
lower land of Vinh Loc, Tho xuan, Tinh Gia, Ha Trung, Trieu Son, Yen Dinh districts.

Due to its geographical features and the origin of its residents, the
mountainous region of Thanh Hoa has become a point of cross culture between the Muong
groups inside the province and the other Muong groups outside the province as well as the
cross culture between the Muong and the Kinh. In this article, we aim to present some
insights to contribute to the recognition of the value of Muong culture in Thanh Hoa- a land
rich in cultural aspects of border area- and the hallmark of the relationship between the Viet
and the Muong.

The mountainous area of the Thanh country has a unique geographical
position. In the west it shares border with Laos with the natural border line mostly runs
along the peaks with their height of more than 1000m. In the north it is contiguous with
Son La, Hoa Binh, Ninh Binh and in the south with Nghe An and in the east with the flat
land coastal plain. The mountainous region is 8078 square kms in area, which accounts for
72% of the natural area of the whole province. The natural landscape of the region includes
several high mountains stretching endlessly and is divided by many geological faults which
formed valleys, streams, rivers flowing in the same direction: northwest-southeast. The
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region’s terrain is in multiform: the hilly zone is scattered in a quite vast area of Thuong
Xuan, Lang Chanh; the hilly area alternates with a semi- flat area and large valleys
including the Minh Son, Ngoc Son, Ngoc Lien, Quang Trung, Thanh Lap, Ngoc Trung, Cao
Thinh, Cao Thinh communes (Ngoc Lac district) and Cam Chau, Cam Van, Cam Tan (Cam
Thuy district); The valleys are Am river valley in Phung Giao-Ngoc Lac, the vast Ma river
valleyin Ba Thuoc, Cam Thuy; Luong river valley, Nam Kiet valley...

It is said in the Political Geography Book of Thanh Hoa “ ecologically
speaking it is a tropical zone with a complicated ecological system. Thus the rich floristic
composition and fauna provided favorable condition for human settlement with the early
practice of farming in the fertile valleys of Muong Khoon, Muong Ong (Ba Thuoc district),
Muong Danh (Lang Chanh). Near the rice fields and valleys, densely populated residential
areas which formed the big Muongs with the

big families who succeeded their ancestors to be the rullers of the land.
Archaeological research shows that there has been human settlemen in this area since the
ancient days. The excavation of the archaeological stone ruins in Lang Chang cave- Ba
Thuoc district proved that humans appeared in this land about 10,000 years ago (6,37).

This land is also rich in precious minerals which was mentioned in the the folk
song

“A house beam contains 3 ingots ofsilver
A scoop of water contains 3 ingots of gold” [3,75]

In ancient time, this mountainous zone was the homeland of the Muong, and
later the Thai, Tho, Kho Mu, Dao. In recent centuries it also accommodates the Hmong and
the Viet (Kinh).

According to Robequain, the Muong has usually been the earliest residents in any
populated regions. The hamlets here consist of inside Muongs or Muongs emigrating from
Ninh Binh or even the Kinhs from the flat land below who lived together with the Muong
long enough to become Muongs themselves. However, the Muongs have always been the
residents of the vats fertile valleys of Sa Lung, Thiet Ong, Ho Dien, Co Lung as well as the
lower mountains of Ngoc Lac, Cam Thuy since ancient times [9,52].

Robequain also noticed that “ The hamlets of Muongs are usually surrounded by
bamboo fences. The kitchen garden of each house is always full of vegetables, papaya,
jackfruit trees, banana trees .... The paths that connected the houses running horizontally
along or crossbar normally at a straight angle with one another. Round the hamlet, on the
gentle slope hill sides, there is a public well-kept lawn with the areca trees replacing long
ago forest land. That is the common scene of most Muong hamlets in Ngoc Lac, west of
Cam Thuy and east of Quan Hoa. That scene gives us a feeling that long-term, slowly
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penetrated, thoughtful and stable settlement has existed in this land since the ancient time”
[9, 66].

It is written in The Political Geography Book of Thanh Hoa that Ba Thuoc district
which was founded in 1925( during King Khai Dinh the III’s dynasty) had been old jungle,
with only the Muong living. Muong Ong and Muong Ai are considered to be the original
Muong hamlets.

Muong Ong and Muong A1 used to cover the majority land of the present Ba Thuoc
district. The word “ong” in the ancient Muong language means /arge. Ma river-the part
from its head to Hoi Xuan (Quan Hoa) — runs through narrow valleys. In some places the
rivers is even pressed between the two rocky mountain sides ( Ma river looks like a
chopstick-Thai folk song). However, when the river reachs Ba Thuoc area at the position
where the Mung Muong in the east and the Pu Luong in the south come far apart with the
mountains becoming lower and lower futher as it goes further south and the valleys getting
bigger and more beautiful along the river banks. Muong Ong, Muong Ai are the places
mentioned in legends and epics of the Muong. Epics like “De dat de nuoc” of the Muong in
Thanh Hoa, Hoa Binh , Nghia Lo includes several names of different lands and Muongs but
always have one thing in common: cutting down the chu tree, bong thau qua thiec on the Lai
Ly-Lai Lang of Muong Ong. Nowadays, the marks of those events can still be found in Cha
abyss (on the bank of Ma river), beside Cha hamlet) and Van Chieng or Vuc Chieng aslo
belongs to Muong Ong which according to legends was the place where the chu dong tree
diving down from the high hill after being cut down (creating a deep abyss).

Muong has just raised it up

The chu tree quickly ran

Muong was just looking back

The chu tree dived down swifly

It got stuck in a bottom of a gang tree
Then it fell into the Van Chieng saucer
And disappeared ...

The whole Muong had to dive down groping for the chu tree ‘from early morning
until late at night’. The army of Lang Cun Khuong hadn’t been able to sleep or eat for a
long time till they could pull the chu tree up to the bank of the river then pulled it all the
way to Dong Ky Tam Quan — the market land.

In his survey of the origin of The Muongs in Thanh Hoa, Robequain writes “ Among
the group of Muongs in Thanh Hoa there is a subgroup who called themselves to be the
native people. However, there are some elements of northern features among them which
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shows that they must have come from the northern parts especially from Thach Bi or more
evidently Lac Tho. According to this author, the Muong from the northern provinces started
emigrating to Thanh Hoa long long ago. The hereditary chief of the Mon residence
belonging to the Truong family claimed that his ancestors had had to run away from Nho
Quan-Ninh Binh to escape a terrible flood nearly 2 centuries ago... Yet, we do not have
evidence to affirm that all the Muongs in Thanh Hoa were originally from the northern
provinces as some people sometimes believe. The case of the inheditary chieves seems to be
exceptions... The Muongs in the north of Thanh Hoa is a solid group with firm long-
standing background compared with the other mountainous ethnic groups in the province”
[9,16-17]

In their opinion, the Muong in Thanh Hoa — the Muongs who settled down in the
mountainous region of Thanh Hoa long time ago are called the “inside Muongs” while the
Muongs who later came from other provinces are called “outside Muongs”.

On this issue, Vuong Anh points out that “The Muongs in Thanh Hoa call themselves
Monhar (inside Muongs) and call the Muongs from Hoa Binh, Nghia Lo, Vinh Phu...
Monho(outside Muongs). Inside and outside here mean the south and the north.

The Muongs in the Thanh country compose of 3 main strains: the first group who
migrated to Thanh Hoa from Hoa Binh province and who live mainly in Muong Vang,
Muong Thang, Muong Dong which are the large hamlets of the Hoa Binh Muongs. Of
course most of them live in Muong Bi called MoiBi or MonBi. The second group
constitutes of the Viets, Thais who integrated in the society of the Muongs and after a long
time became the Muongs themselves. The third group-most important one- the core of he
land of Muong in the Thanh country is the native Muongs whose native features are not
mixed with the former two groups from their language to their traditional costume for
women” [1, 208-209]

Explaining more clearly the meaning of the name MolBi, Nguyen Duong Binh writes
“ In the past MolBi was the name of the people who were born in Muong Bi: MolBi or
MolBi-Muong Bi. Actually, the family name MolBi does not carry the scornful meaning for
the group. The word Moi here only indicates the Muongs according to the way the Thai
called them and the wortd Bi shows the name of the native land of those Muongs. After
being used for a long time it became the official name of a group of local Muongs and later
the official name of an etnic group [2].

According to a suvey carried out in 1968, the population of MoiBi in the west of
Thanh Hoa was 9,282. The MoiBi lived mainly in Quan Hoa (7,177 people), Ba Thuoc
(1,536 people), Lang Chanh (569 people)

This author adds to his findings that some old MoiBi people and some official who
work for the ethnic minority committee of Thanh Hoa province and Quan Hoa district
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believe that the migration of MolBi from Muong Bi only happened in mor or less than eight
generations [2 ]

Our survey also shows that at present the Bi Nghiu village in Giao Thien commue
(used to belong to Giao Lao muong) consists mainly of Muongs migrating from Muong Bi.
These Muongs still maitain their distinguished features of their own manners and customs,
accent for several generations though under the strong influence of the other Muongs and
the Thais in the same region.

Explaining the reason why the MoiBi came to settle down in the mountainous region
of Thanh Hoa Nguyen Duong Binh shows that a part of Muongs in Muong Bi was exploited
so heavily by the local rulers that they had to run away to other land to survive and make
their living. The MolBi still pass on some stories about their running away from their native
land. The MoiBi in Gia village-Phu Xuan Commune, Quan Hoa district remember very well
that when they were living in Muong Bi, the rulers’s people forced the peasants in the
muong to raise cattle for them . Day by day the cattle heard grew bigger and bigger as the
mothers cows and buffaloes had their calves. Even the villagers couldn’t khow exactly how
many animals they had to take care of. When there were village festivals or parties they
often secretly killed some of the animals for meat. If the rullers knew they would impose
heavy fines on them. Because the villagers couldn’t pay the heavy fines many families had
to run away. When they arrived in the new land, the villagers had to make fake graves to
worship as their old worship

Land were still in Muong Bi. From then on they named their new land the fake (Gia)
village. Fake(Gia) is the name of a village of Moi Bi in Phu Xuan commune, Quan Hoa
district.

Another reason mentioned by the author was the fighting over powe among
the rulers of Muongs ... During those conflicts the rulers normally forced some villagers to
follow them. In order to avoid those conflicts some people had to slope to other places.

Another reason was that in the old time a Muong Bi ruler married off his daughter to
another muong ruler in Quan Hoa and he forced some of his servants to accompany the
bride to be her servants thus they had to stay and settle down there, too [ 2 ]

Lam Ba Nam reports that “ According to some old MoiBi men, their family not
only eloped to Thanh hoa but also to yen Bai, Nghia Lo, Phu Tho ... The MoiBi in Quan
Hoa were mainly peasants of the then Muong Bi rullers. In the 18" century, due to bad
crops and poverty, the residents here - mainly the Bui family together with some of the Dinh
family rose up against oppression of their rullers and asked for reduction of heavy taxes but
failed and had to elope to Chau Moc (Son La). In Son La they wre still hunted by the local
rullers and had to elope once again to Sam Nua (upper part of Laos). Finally they followed
the Ma river to Quan Hoa... Apart from the MoiBi mentioned above, other groups of
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Muongs in Thanh Hoa were originally from Hoa Bonh who had elope to Thanh Hoa
because of different historical reasons.

The Truong Cong and Truong Van families, a powerful family in Ba Thuoc- a
Muong centre in the mountainous region of Thanh Hoa still keep their temple to their
ancestor in Am village — Luong Noi commmune. Legends say, this ancestor came from
Hoa Binh and was appointed by King Minh Mang to be the commander- in — chief of a
military unit guard the border at Tam Trung, Quang Chieu (Quan Hoa) during war time .
After the victory, the unit moved to Ba Thuoc and settled down there. Present residents
whose sir names Truong Cong, Truong Van are supposed to be the offsprings of that
ancient family... [8].

Research on “the distributive features of the ethnic groups in Thanh Hoa
mountainous area”, Le Si Giao points out that “ the majority of the Muongs in Thanh Hoa
were orginally from Hoa Binh, the rest was the Viets, The That who were muongarise
(muong hoa)” However, we can not deny the native features of a part of Muongs as it is
meant in the De Dat De Nuoc yearbook of Thanh Hoa” [7]

To sum up, we can say that the Muongs in Thanh Hoa is the convergence of 3
sources: the first one is the native Muongs; the second one is the muongarization of the
Viets and the Thais; the third one is the muongs who eloped from other provinces especially
from Hoa Binh and most obviuouly from Muong Bi.

The development of the Muong polpulation in Thanh Hoa through different periods
can be seen as followed;

According to the statisic data in “ The Muongs-Georgrapy-Society” by Cuisiner:
before 1945 there were 50,000 Muongs people.

Data of the department of statistic says 11 1960 the population of Muongs was
113,000 and in 1996 was 300,000.

Up to April 4 1999 the population of Muongs in Thanh Hoa was 322,869.

According to the statistic data of Thanh Hoa committee for Ethnic minorities and
mountainous area (1999) the population of Muongs was distributed as followed

Muong Lat: 231 people = 0.83%
Quan Hoa: 9.242 people = 22,3%
Quan Son: 625 people =1,97%
Ba Thuoc: 46.638 people = 47%

Lang Chanh: 15.820 people = 37,43%
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Ngoc Lac: 55.581 people = 44%

Thuong Xuan: 1.390 people = 1,6%
Cam Thuy: 52.550 people = 56,8%
Thach Thanh: 68.387 people = 50,4%
Nhu Thanh: 17.402 people = 21,9%
Nhu Xuan: 3.189 people = 5,75%

Besides, about 14,817 Muongs live alternately in 26 communes in the lower
districts like Vinh Loc, Tho Xuan, Tinh Gia, Ha Trung, Trieu Son, Yen Dinh and Bim Son
town.

Before the August Revolution in 1945, Muongs in the mountainous area of
Thanh Hoa were divided into traditional units of 40 villages rulled by certain hereditary
families: the Has rulled 4 villages, the Pham Thucs and Pham Vans rulled 15 villages, the
Le Xuan rulled 4 villages, the Truong Cong ruuled 5 villages, the Nguyen Dinhs rulled 7
villages, the Quachs rulled 2 villages, the Caos rulled 1 village. The most important villages
which were powerful both economically and politically were Muong De in Thach Thanh,
Muong lan in Nhu Xuan, Muong Kho in Ba Thuoc, Muong Rac in Ngoc Lac, Muong Chenh
in Lang Chanh. [3]

Results of surveys show that the history of the residents and the impact of the
crossculture process have created the interference among the inside Muongs themselves,
groups of inside Muongs and outside Muongs. This interference first and foremost left its
obvious marks in the cultural activities and folk songs as well as the Muong women’s
outfits.

A very good example of those marks is Xuong of the Muongs in Thanh Hoa is
very well developed and has the main social function of courting between boys and girls.
Thus Muongs in Thanh Hoa call this kind of folk songs Xuong trai gai (Xuong of boys and
girls). This courting xuong 1is varied in performing styles (Xuong thiet ong, xuong leo la,
xuong of Outside Muongs) of which the most typical one with a well-organized stucture and
which can be the representative of its kind in Vietnam is Xuong Thiet Ong- as called by the
Thanh Hoa Muongs is the endemic xuong of the Muongs in the Thanh country-Xuong of
the inside Muongs with its unique features such as prolonged well-structured singing which
takes place at night in a house on stilts. In these sing ing events girls sit on the inner part of
the house while boys sit on the outer part where they can not see each other’s faces which
means the event only focus on the singing and the participants really concentrate on how to
sing beautifully and expressively in order to let express their feeling and dreams. During the
process of crosscultural communication with the Muongs from Hoa Binh, the Thanh Hoa
xuong has been added some performing styles such as xuong leo la, outsiders xuong. Xuong

leo la can be seen as a different version of Xuong thiet ong although it seems to give its
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singers more freedom to choose words and performing style than the other. In Thanh Hoa
Xuong thiet ong is popular all over the region where the Muongs live but most developed in
Ba Thuoc, Cam Thuy. The outsider’s xuong is popular in Thach Thanh where Thanh Hoa is
contiguous with Hoa Binh and where many Muongs from Hoa Binh live. Those ouside
Muongs brought with them Xuong chuc mung (congratulatory singing) and various kinds of
Bomeng which combined with Xuong giao duyen (courting songs)

To make Outside Muongs’ Xuong(Xuong Muong ngoai) with its performing style the
combination of Xuong chuc of Hoa Binh and Xuong thiet ong of Thanh Hoa.

In Hoa Binh, Xuongs are mainly used to congratulate and praise thus its kinds
are Xuong ang, Xuong loc bong, Xuong don, Xuong xac bua...Bo Meng are folk songs
which are practised in boys and girls courting events which consists of Bomeng xa
la(stangers’ bo meng), Bo meng khac lang( different villagers’s bomeng). It is supposed to
be sung but acctually its has the rhythms and melodies of spoken language which is slow
and gentle like talking heart-to-heart with each other. Therefore, in a Bomeng performance
there are also conventions set by folks but the male performers and female ones sit face to
face with one another.

Together with the crosscultural communication among the Muong families and
Muong groups, this process between the Muongs and the Viets has not been ignored and left
its marks on several aspects of life.

During a long period, under the dynasty of Minh Mang in particular, the migration to
Thanh Hoa’s moutainous area took place continuously. It could be Muongs from Hoa Binh,
Viets from the now Nam Dinh and Ninh Binh or from the flat land of Thanh Hoa like Nga
Son, Ha Trung, Hau Loc ... In many villages were formed during that time in district like
Thach Thanh. It is not always easy to say wheter the Muongs or the Viet cam first. Many
families considered them selves Viets but acctually they are Muongs who have recently
been vietamised.

The Viet villages in the half-mountain half-plain area where the Muongs area and the
Kinh area are contiguous still bear the appearance of Muong villages. The ancient villages
of the Viet-Muong or Muong-Viet are normally situated along the banks of rivers mainly
Ma river then Hoang, Cau Chay, Tong Giang, Hoat Giang rivers.

In the mounainous districts and contiguous mountainous district like Nong Cong,
Nhu Xuan, Cam Thuy, Thach Thanh, Tho Xuan, Ha Trung, Trieu Son ... there were ancient
villages which accommodated from 2 to 3 different ethnic groups. For instant Khong Quanh
village (Trieu Son) used to be the home of Muongs (in Bua hamlet) and Viets (in Sao
hamlet and Khong ham let)...

Historiclly speaking, the relationship between Viets and Muongs started long long
ago. The history of the Thanh country is closely connected with the history of the nation and
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most of the important historical events of the Thanh country took place in the cultural sapce
of Muongs and Viets.

At the beginning of the 15" century, when the whole Northern part of the Dai Viet
kingdom was occupie4d by the Minh invaders, a hero-the child of the Muongs

In the Thanh country- Le Loi rosed up in arm in Lam Son. Many of his first
followers were Muongs before followers from other places joied them. Lam Son then
belonged to the acient Muong- Viet land. In about the 10" century, Cham village was there
with pretty one- lean-to houses on stilts with Dau mountain and Muc mountain reflected on
the blue all -round -the -year Luong river. Cham village was fouded by Le Hoi. In Le Loi’s
time it was already a crowded Muong —Viet community led by Le Loi himself. With the
position of Phu Dao Kha Nam — an official status assigned by the Tran-Ho dynasty- he was
able to administer the huge prosperous area of Ke Cham, Kha Lam. The ke Cham or Kha
Lam was not only the land where King Le orgiginated but also the place where he rose up
and the place when he got the supplies and human resource for the Lam Son rise-up during
its difficult beginning time.

One thing needs to be noticed is that in the Thanh country, the founders of
powerful dynasties of the nations were all born in the mountainous area, in the cultural
space of Viet- Muong. Nguyen Kim, who came from Gia Mieu Ngoai Trang-Quy Huong-
Ha Trung-Thuong Ban which used to be in the cultural space of Viet- Muong. Gia Mieu
Ngoai Trang is still mentioned as a sacred land with legends and mythologies of both
Muongs and Viets. It is reflected in their customs of worshiping ancestors, xuong singing,
spring singing exchange events. Nghia Dung- the land which used to belong to Gia Mieu
village-the used to be Muongs’home is still boisterous with the sounds of gongs during
harvest festivals, village festivals. Old customs like con throwing, spring singing exchange
brings unique flavours to this land.

In the linguistic aspect, it has been proved that there are several traces of
Muong language in Viet language. The geography book of Ha Trung district writes: Ha
Trung has two main ethnic groups: Kinh and Muong. Each group ha their own language but
they also share a common language which is the combination of both languages.

The word “bai” is fairly common in the district. Several villages are named
Bai such as Bai Thon(Ha Linh), Bai Lay (used to be in Ha Long but now belongs to Thach
Thanh), Bai Du (Ha Tien), Bai Nai (Ha Ngoc), Bai Son, Bai Say (Ha Tien),... Thach Le
village (Ha Chau) has all their rice fielf names starting with ‘Bai” Bai Cuong, Bai Cong, Bai
Mut, Bai Duoi . In the Muong language “ bai” means a field of imperata cyclindica grass
which is used for making thatched roofs.

There are no clear boundaries between the settlement area of Kinhs and
Muongs in Thanh Hoa. Thus, plenty of Muong words are found in Kinh language especially
in the districts of pure Kinh population like Nong Cong, dong Son, Thieu Hoa... People in
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those places used the dipthongs ooc, oong, the consonants r instead of z, z instead of d, g
instead of ¢,k ...

These are some typical examples to compare the languages of two districts
which are separated by a river:

Rooc Dong Pho Pagoda Phuc Am (Dong Son)
Rooc means a deep rice field in Muong language
Roc Rau Loc Xa bridge (Quang Xuong)
Roc Rau is the deep rice field named Rau which is near Loc Xa bridge
Cu doong (Nong Cong)
Cu dzong(Quang Xuong) ( a kind of edible tumour called arrow root)
Am ruong (Nong Cong)
Am dzuong (Quang Xuong) — Yin and Yang
Tu ro (Nong Cong)
Tu dzo(Quang Xuong) —liberty
Can cao(Nong Cong)
Cay gao (Quang Xuong)- the silk cotton tree
Con dam (Nong Cong)
Con dzam (Quang Xuong)-fresh water crab.

All the linguistic features of the Thanh Hoa dialects mentioned above can be
found in Ha Trung dialect. It seems that this region accepts all the sources of dialect from
the other regions surrounding it wherever they come from, south, north, west or east. This
1s the most obvious expression of crosscultural communication which makes Ha Trung the
place which has been able to preserve the most ancient Muong —Viet words [5]

In conclusion, the history and culture of the Muongs in Thanh Hoa and the
relationship Muong-Viet have been depicted in several aspects and by several means which
has expressed very clearly the Muong cultural features of the Thanh country in the
panorama of Muong culture in Vietnam. This seems to be an effective way of approaching
in the direction of highlighting the variety yet consistency of the cultures which share the
same origin — the culture of the Viet-Muong which has been explored by several keen
researchers by far.
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From that issue we can notice that the matter of preserving the folk cuture of the
Muongs is different from that of other ethnic groups in Thanh Hoa or in Vietnam. It is
because the Thais, the Tay, the Hmong ... athough strongly influenced by the Viets — the
major ecthnic group in Vietnam — the Viet has always been their limit. They can approach
the Viet but have never been able to integrate with the Viet or becom Viets themselves at
least in some more centuries to come.

With the Muong it has been different since there ws a pre-Viet Muong integration
period. They share the same origin so it might be easy for the Muong to lose their unique
cultural features in the integration with the Viet. Thus it is essential and urgent to do a total
inventory of the traditional cultural heritages of the Muongs in order to have active
measures to preserve and exploit them for the purpose of developing to a high degree their
values in our modern life.

Thanh Hoa is a province with several ethnic group living together in a region

Which is rich in borderline cultural aspects. The Muong accounts for the majority
population compared with the Thai, Tho, Dzao, Hmong, Khomu...who live in the
moutainous area of the Thanh country. It is an important mission to preserve the Muong
culture and all other ethnic groups’ cultures in the process of building and developing
culture in Thanh Hoa.
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